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       It is easy to get depressed about problems and controversies regarding the Wild Horse and Burro 
Program, but not around LaDonna Smith. This Lamoille resident heads a concept called the American 
Mustang Foundation. Her goals may be dreams at this stage but it is refreshing to hear positive ideas 
concerning wild horses. 
      LaDonna has lots of plans swimming around in her head and she exudes confidence and energy when 
talking about these plans. Let’s begin with her most ambitious goal; all wild horses gathered off Nevada 
Herd Management Areas by the BLM would, at least temporarily, stay here in Elko County at an 
intensive gentling and training facility.  Only aged or aggressive horses would need to be placed in long-
term holding facilities, to join the over 40,000 captive wild horses languishing in these huge corrals. 
LaDonna’s goal would be to adopt out all of these gathered horses either nationally or internationally.  
      To help with adoptions, her group would use professional trainers to work with college students in 
gentling gathered horses. She feels a good market exists for adoptive wild horses or mustangs as she 
calls them. People enjoy the mystique and the toughness of these horses, but the main problem is 
getting over the “wild” part and giving these horses the same chance as domestic horses by not dealing 
them out to the public as intimidating wild animals.  Mustangs currently gentled and trained through 
various programs on a small scale now have great adoption success. The main problem is marketing and 
giving adopters a starting point in training them. 
      LaDonna sees an institute where prospective adopters could learn about wild horses, and learn how 
they need to be trained to become good saddle horses suitable for a variety of disciplines.  
      A second goal of her group would be education. She wants to tell the story of Nevada and the West 
through the history of the mustangs, telling about the wild horses on local Herd Management Areas, 
what ranches they originally came from and how they came to be on that ranch. Wild horses can be a 
teaching tool for a number of concepts like area history, the balance of nature and the interaction 
between agriculture and wildlife. She would fund her ideas through a facility that would bring in tourist 
dollars, a living history museum about wild horses and agritourism. 
      She sees her position in the wild horse world as an outsider “I prefers to learn first-hand the issues 
surrounding the HMAs, not trusting the BLM or Wild Horse Preservation groups to tell the whole truth” 
she said.  There are very passionate and admirable agents of the BLM wild horse program and various 
other organizations.  However, she has also witnessed the dysfunction and outright cruel actions of 



both. The only way to affect change in the future of the American Mustang is through educating the 
public on the value of maintaining an animal whose worth cannot be measured in dollars. The Nevada 
Mustang has a rich history to tell and is a vehicle to understanding the balance of ecology, physiology 
and the “human effect.” 
      Before moving here, LaDonna formed her group in California where members worked on creating a 
master plan suited to and beneficial to the local community, that could train about 1,000 mustangs per 
year. She and her board learned the value of working with the community at the local and county level 
to achieve common goals.  
      Then she, her husband and three girls moved their business and farm to Lamoille. The business and 
three daughters are taking most of her time now so her plans are on hold. LaDonna describes this time 
as a learning stage before she can begin working on her plans.  
       “I just want to plant the right seeds, learn the community, the people, politics and get involved 
more”, she said. Eventually, she wants to begin small, find the appropriate property where the 
foundation could open a small living history museum and farm. To do this, she will need an advisory 
board. 
      LaDonna feels passionately that the wild horse, ranching and wildlife can coexist on Nevada’s 
rangelands. People interested in the American Mustang Foundation can contact LaDonna at 
ladonna@pi-engraving.com. 
 

Elko Daily Free Press, “Nature Notes”, 7/28/2012  

© Gray Jay Press, Elko, NV 

 

Return to Elko Nature Notes 
 

http://grayjaypress.com/PDFs/NatureNotes.htm

